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National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 
Social Studies 

Grade 5 - Adopted: 2010 
THEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 

DEFINITION   
SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES 
THAT PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTS. 

CATEGORY  3.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand: 

LEARNING 
EXPECTATION  3.1.5. 

The concept of regions identifies links between people in different locations 
according to specific criteria (e.g., physical, economic, social, cultural, or 
religious). 

 
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 

Social Studies 

Grade 6 - Adopted: 2010 
THEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 

DEFINITION   
SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES 
THAT PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTS. 

CATEGORY  3.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand: 

LEARNING 
EXPECTATION  3.1.5. 

The concept of regions identifies links between people in different locations 
according to specific criteria (e.g., physical, economic, social, cultural, or 
religious). 

 
 

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 
Social Studies 

Grade 7 - Adopted: 2010 
THEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 

DEFINITION   
SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES 
THAT PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTS. 



CATEGORY  3.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand: 

LEARNING 
EXPECTATION  3.1.5. 

The concept of regions identifies links between people in different locations 
according to specific criteria (e.g., physical, economic, social, cultural, or 
religious). 

 
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 

Social Studies 

Grade 8 - Adopted: 2010 
THEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 

DEFINITION   
SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES 
THAT PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTS. 

CATEGORY  3.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand: 

LEARNING 
EXPECTATION  3.1.5. 

The concept of regions identifies links between people in different locations 
according to specific criteria (e.g., physical, economic, social, cultural, or 
religious). 

 
 

National Geography Standards (NGS) 
Social Studies 

Grade 4 - Adopted: 2012 
ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PR. Places and Regions 

STANDARD  PR.4. The physical and human characteristics of places 

STRAND  PR.4.2. The Characteristics of Places: Places have physical and human 
characteristics 

BENCHMARK  PR.4.2.A. Describe and compare the physical characteristics of places at a variety of 
scales, local to global, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.A.3. Describe and compare the physical environments and landforms of different 
places in the world (e.g., mountains, islands, valleys or canyons, mesas). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.1. 
Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: There are four components of 
Earth's physical systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and 
lithosphere) 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A. Identify attributes of Earth's different physical systems, as exemplified by 
being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.1. Identify different attributes of physical systems in photographs (e.g., sky, 
clouds, plants, soil, oceans, lakes, mountains). 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.3. Identify examples of landforms on Earth's surface (e.g., mountains, 
volcanoes, valleys, plains). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 
STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface 
BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A. Identify examples of physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 



EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.1. Identify different cycles in Earth’s systems (e.g., water cycle, carbon cycle, 
wind or water erosion, weathering, deposition, mass wasting). 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.3. Identify the components and relationships in the erosion cycle (e.g., water 
carving canyons, wind sculpting mesas, landslides, avalanches). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 
STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.B. Describe how physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface, as 
exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.B.3. Describe how freeze–thaw processes erode rock (e.g., potholes on local 
streets, rock slides in mountain regions). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.HS. Human Systems 

STANDARD  HS.13. How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the 
division and control of Earth's surface 

STRAND  HS.13.1. Territorial Divisions: There are multiple types of territorial divisions used 
to manage and control Earth's surface 

BENCHMARK  HS.13.1.A. 
Explain different types of territorial divisions (e.g., township, city, county, 
state, and country) and how they are used to manage and control Earth’s 
surface, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  HS.13.1.A.3. Describe how all continents, with the exception of Antarctica, are divided 
into nation states. 

 
National Geography Standards (NGS) 

Social Studies 

Grade 5 - Adopted: 2012 
ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.1. 
Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: The four components of Earth’s 
physical systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere) 
are interdependent 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A. Identify and describe patterns in the environment that result from the 
interaction of Earth’s physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.3. 
Identify and describe the patterns of physical features that result from 
erosion and deposition (e.g., estuaries and deltas, canyons, alluvial plains, 
sand dunes). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes generate patterns of features across 
Earth’s surface 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A. Analyze and explain the patterns that occur on Earth’s surface as a result of 
physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.3. Explain the effects of erosion processes on landscape features over time 
(e.g., Chimney Rock, Devil’s Tower, Grand Canyon, Arches National Park). 

 



National Geography Standards (NGS) 
Social Studies 

Grade 6 - Adopted: 2012 
ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.1. 
Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: The four components of Earth’s 
physical systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere) 
are interdependent 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A. Identify and describe patterns in the environment that result from the 
interaction of Earth’s physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.3. 
Identify and describe the patterns of physical features that result from 
erosion and deposition (e.g., estuaries and deltas, canyons, alluvial plains, 
sand dunes). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes generate patterns of features across 
Earth’s surface 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A. Analyze and explain the patterns that occur on Earth’s surface as a result of 
physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.3. Explain the effects of erosion processes on landscape features over time 
(e.g., Chimney Rock, Devil’s Tower, Grand Canyon, Arches National Park). 

 

 
 

National Geography Standards (NGS) 
Social Studies 

Grade 7 - Adopted: 2012 
ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.1. 
Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: The four components of Earth’s 
physical systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere) 
are interdependent 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A. Identify and describe patterns in the environment that result from the 
interaction of Earth’s physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.3. 
Identify and describe the patterns of physical features that result from 
erosion and deposition (e.g., estuaries and deltas, canyons, alluvial plains, 
sand dunes). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes generate patterns of features across 
Earth’s surface 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A. Analyze and explain the patterns that occur on Earth’s surface as a result of 



physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.3. Explain the effects of erosion processes on landscape features over time 
(e.g., Chimney Rock, Devil’s Tower, Grand Canyon, Arches National Park). 

 
National Geography Standards (NGS) 

Social Studies 

Grade 8 - Adopted: 2012 
ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.1. 
Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: The four components of Earth’s 
physical systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere) 
are interdependent 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A. Identify and describe patterns in the environment that result from the 
interaction of Earth’s physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.3. 
Identify and describe the patterns of physical features that result from 
erosion and deposition (e.g., estuaries and deltas, canyons, alluvial plains, 
sand dunes). 

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT  NGS.PS. Physical Systems 

STANDARD  PS.7. The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface 

STRAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes generate patterns of features across 
Earth’s surface 

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A. Analyze and explain the patterns that occur on Earth’s surface as a result of 
physical processes, as exemplified by being able to 

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.3. Explain the effects of erosion processes on landscape features over time 
(e.g., Chimney Rock, Devil’s Tower, Grand Canyon, Arches National Park). 
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